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Executive Summary: 
 
The Leaf Lane safety scheme is proposed as part of the mitigation works relating to the nearby 
Whitley South development. Developer funding as part of Section 106 financial contributions will 
be used to mitigate the impact of the new junction arrangements on residents.   
 
Over the last few years, the Council has received many concerns from local residents about 
speeding vehicles and a significant increase in traffic volumes since the new Whitley Junction 
became operational.  Feedback from residents coupled with observations by officers reveal these 
problems occur predominantly in the morning peak travel time. Observations reveal that some 
drivers are using Leaf Lane as a cut-through between the Stivichall Interchange and the A444 to 
avoid queueing traffic at this time of the day.  
 
In August 2020, residents were consulted on a possible safety scheme on Leaf Lane.  The 
measures proposed included reducing the speed limit to 20mph, installing speed cushions and 
making part of Leaf Lane (between Gregory Hood Road and Fenside Avenue)  one-way.  Although 
the majority of responses supported the proposed measures, many residents did not support the 
proposed one-way system. Changes were therefore made to the scheme and the one-way system 
removed. 
 
The proposed Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to make Leaf Lane a 20mph and the Notice of Intent 
(NOI) to install traffic calming measures was advertised on 10th December 2020, which 
commenced a 21 day objection period.  Nine objections and three letters of support were received. 
In accordance with the City Council's procedure for dealing with objections to TROs, they are 
reported to the Cabinet Member for City Services, for a decision as to how to proceed. 
 
The cost of introducing the proposed safety scheme, if approved, will be funded from the Section 
106 Developer Contributions. 
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Recommendations: 
 
Cabinet Member for City Services is recommended to:  
 

1. Consider the objections to the 20mph speed limit and traffic calming measures; 
2. Subject to recommendation 1, approve the implementation of the 20mph speed limit 

and installation of speed cushions (Leaf Lane safety scheme). 
 

 
List of Appendices included: 
 
Appendix A – Plan of Leaf Lane 
Appendix B – Copy of objections and responses 
Appendix C – Copy of letters in support  
 
Background Papers 
 
None 
 
Other useful documents: 
 
None 
 
 
Has it been or will it be considered by Scrutiny?  
 
No 
 
 
Has it been or will it be considered by any other Council Committee, Advisory Panel or 
other body?  
 
No 
 
Will this report go to Council?  
 
No 
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Report title: Objections to Proposed 20mph Limit and Speed Cushions - Leaf Lane   
 
1. Context (or background) 
 
1.1    Safety measures are proposed to be installed on Leaf Lane as part of mitigation measures relating 

to the Whitley South development, which have included changes to provide access to Jaguar 
Landrover (JLR) premises.  Developer funding from JLR as part of Section 106 financial 
contributions will be used to mitigate the impact of these changes on residents. 

 
1.2    Over the last few years, the Council has received many concerns from local residents about      

speeding vehicles and a significant increase in traffic volumes since the new grade separated Whitley 
Junction became operational.  Feedback from residents coupled with observations by officers reveal 
these problems occur predominantly in the morning at peak times.  Observations undertaken by 
Council Officers reveal that drivers are using Leaf Lane as a cut-through between Stivichall 
Interchange and the A444 to avoid queueing traffic during the morning peak.  
 

1.3    In August 2020, residents were consulted on a possible road safety scheme for Leaf   Lane.  The 
proposed road safety measures included: 
 

 Reduce the speed limit to 20mph 

 Installing speed cushions  

 Installing a one-way system on a section of Leaf Lane between Gregory Hood Road and Fenside 
Avenue 

 Improving cycle facilities throughout the traffic calming measures 
 
1.4 Although the majority respondents (74%) supported the proposed road safety measures, many 

residents did not support the proposed one-way system.  Subsequently, the one-way system was 
removed from the proposals and changes made to the design. 
 

1.5 As part of the statutory procedure, the Traffic Regulation Order for the 20mph speed limit and the 
Notice of intent to install speed cushions were advertised in the local press and notices were posted 
on lamp columns in the area on 10th December 2020, advising that any formal objections should be 
made in writing by 31st December 2020.  Nine objections and three letters of support were received. 
In accordance with the City Council's procedure for dealing with objections to TROs, they are reported 
to the Cabinet Member for City Services, for a decision as to how to proceed. 

 
1 Options considered and recommended proposal 
 
2.1 Nine objections and three letters of support were received.  The objections to the proposal and 

responses to the objections are summarised in the table in Appendix A.  Where the objection refers 
to personal details, these have not been detailed in this report. 

 
2.2 In considering the objections received, the options are to: 

 
i) make the 20 mph order and install the speed cushions as advertised; 
ii) not to install the safety scheme. 
 

2.3 Option i) is recommended due to the road characteristics and the recorded vehicular speeds and 
complaints from local residents.   Leaf Lane comprises a series of long straights, and this can 
increase the likelihood of excessive vehicular speeds, as drivers tend to look at where they are 
going and not what is immediately in front of them, often referred to as ‘tunnel vision’.  There is a 
downhill section, bend, a number of junctions, and some houses which front the road, although 
there is limited on-street parking for these properties and not utilised much  These factors all 
increase the road safety risk when  drivers travel at inappropriate speeds.   
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2.4 Option ii) is not recommended as this section of Leaf Lane has recorded a northbound 85th 

percentile speeds of 39mph and southbound 85th percentile speeds of 41mph.  This is significantly 
over the 30mph speed limit.  In addition, 3 personal injury collisions casualties have been recorded 
over the last three-year period.  This includes 1 serious personal injury.  The installation of a 20mph 
speed limit and traffic calming measures, to make the speed limit self-enforcing will make Leaf Lane 
safer for all road users.   

 
2.5 Three letters received in support of the speed limit reduction include comments that the 20mph 

speed limit and the cushions will work well together.  Other comments received in support of the 
speed limit reduction and traffic calming measures include offering ‘full support’ to the proposals. 

 
2.6 Nine objections were received and highlighted numerous concerns including the speed limit 

reduction is ‘bad for the environment with emissions increasing due to starting and stopping at the 
traffic calming measures.  Other comments received objecting to the proposals included that drivers 
may avoid Leaf Lane and use other roads in the area creating traffic migration.  The full objections 
and responses to the issues raised are detailed in Appendix B. 

 
3.       Results of consultation undertaken 
 
3.1 A Street news consultation was undertaken in August advising 1500 residents of the proposed 

safety scheme, 273 responses were received.  The majority of these responses rejected the 
proposed one-way system.  However, whilst not necessarily supporting the one-way system 
proposal, 74% of the responses supported the installation of traffic calming on leaf lane. 
 

3.2 The scheme was therefore revised, and residents advised of the new proposals 
 

3.3 The proposed TRO for the 20mph speed limit and NOI for the speed cushions were advertised in 
the Coventry Telegraph on 10th December 2020.  Notices were also placed on street in the vicinity 
of the proposals.  The objection period ended on 31st December 2020.  Nine objections and three 
letters of support were received. 

 
3.4 Appendix B details a summary of each of the objections.  Copies of the content of the objections 

can be made available on request.  Appendix C details the letters of support received. 
 
4. Timetable for implementing this decision 

 
4.1 If the recommendation is approved, it proposed to install the 20mph safety scheme over the coming 

months.   
 
5 Comments from Director of Finance and Comments from the Director of Law and 

Governance 
 
5.1 Financial implications 
  

The cost of introducing the Leaf Lane safety scheme is estimated to be approximately one hundred 
thousand pounds, and if approved, will be funded from the Leaf Lane Works Contribution as part 
of Section 106 allocations. 
 

5.2 Legal implications 
 

The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 allows the Council to make a Traffic Regulation Order on 
various grounds e.g. improving safety, improving traffic flow and preserving or improving the 
amenities of an area provided it has given due consideration to the effect of such an order.  
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In accordance with Section 122 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, when considering 
whether it would be expedient to make a Traffic Order, the Council is under a duty to have regard 
to and balance various potentially conflicting factors e.g. the convenient and safe movement of 
traffic (including pedestrians), adequate parking, improving or preserving local amenity, air quality 
and/or public transport provision. 

 
There is an obligation under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 to advertise our intention to make 
Traffic Orders and to inform various stakeholders, including the Police and the public. The Authority 
is obliged to consider any representations received. If representations are received, these are 
considered by the Cabinet Member for City Services. Regulations allow for an advertised Order to 
be modified (in response to objections or otherwise) before a final version of the Order is made. 
 
The 1984 Act provides that once a Traffic Order has been made, it may only be challenged further 
via the High Court on a point of law (i.e. that the Order does not comply with the Act for some 
reason). 
 

6 Other implications 
 
6.1 How will this contribute to the Council Plan 
 

The proposed changes to the speed limit as recommended will contribute to the City Council’s aims 
of ensuring that citizens, especially children and young people, are safe and the objective of working 
for better pavements, streets and roads.  
 

6.2 How is risk being managed? 
None 
 

6.3 What is the impact on the organisation? 
None 
 

6.4 Equalities / EIA  
The introduction of a speed limit reduction will make the road safer for all road users, as the lower 
speed limit will reduce the likelihood and severity of personal injury collisions. 
 

6.5 Implications for (or impact on) Climate Change and the Environment  
None 
 

6.6 Implications for partner organisations? 
None 

 
 
Report author(s) 
 
Name and job title: 
Joel Logue, Civil Engineer – Highways, Traffic and Road Safety 
 
Directorate: 
Place 
 
Tel and email contact: 
024 75270950, joel.logue@coventry.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:joel.logue@coventry.gov.uk
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Enquiries should be directed to the above person. 
 

Contributor/approver 
name 

Title Directorate or 
organisation 

Date doc 
sent out 

Date response 
received or 
approved 

Contributors:     

     

Greg Payne Head of Traffic and 
Network 
Management 

Transportation 
and Highways 

15.01.21 18.01.21 

Rachel Goodyer Traffic & Road 
Safety Manager 

Transportation 
and Highways 

15.01.21 15.01.21 

Caron Archer Principal Engineer Transportation 
and Highways 

15.01.21 15.01.21 

Liz Knight Governance 
Services Officer 

Law and 
Governance 

15.01.21 18.01.21 

     
Names of approvers: 
(officers and members) 

    

Graham Clark Lead Accountant Finance 15.01.21 18.01.21 
Rob Parkes Team Leader Law and 

Governance 
15.01.21 18.01.21 

Councillor P Hetherton Cabinet Member for 
City Services 

 15.01.21 19.01.21 

 

This report is published on the council’s website: moderngov.coventry.gov.uk 
 

file://///covserv1/Groups_CSD/Traffic&NetworkManagement/COMMITTEE/moderngov.coventry.gov.uk
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Appendix A – Plan of Proposed Road Safety Scheme 
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Appendix B – Table of Objections to the Road Safety Scheme 

Objection 1 

 

I object to the 20mph speed limit proposed for Leaf Lane and have experienced no problems 
with the present 30mph. I have also not witnessed any speeding. I also object to the proposal 
to introduce priority give ways, which were not mentioned in the draft proposal.  For such a 
short distance it is likely to create a stop start situation leading to higher health problems due 
to the emissions from the vehicles. 
This is a case of “if it’s not broken then leave it alone”. You appear to want to change things 
for the sake of changing them. 
 

Response 
to 

Objection 

Local residents have raised concerns about the speed of vehicles since the opening of 
Whitley Junction.  The 20mph speed limit, speed cushions and the priority give-way 
measures are designed to optimise road safety for all road users of Leaf Lane.  Leaf Lane is a 
long straight and the measures are designed to ensure drivers focus on the immediate 
highway environment and not in the far distance in front of them – a phenomenon known as 
tunnel vision.   

Objection 2 

 
We agree with the proposed 20mph speed limit for Leaf Lane, but strongly oppose the use of 
Speed Cushions, due to the damage they cause to vehicles, and Government research has 
found that both Speed Cushions, and traffic calming Chicanes increase emissions, which is 
detrimental to the environment.  The Speed Cushions will deter motorists from using Leaf 
Lane, and will force motorists, and those speeding, into more populated roads, where 
youngsters may be playing, or walking to school, pedestrians crossing roads to shops, or bus 
stops etc.Junctions such as Leamington Road/Baginton Road are busy enough without extra 
traffic pushed in that direction. Speeding motorists is not unique to Leaf Lane.  It’s going on 
regularly in Dawlish Drive, Babbacombe Road, Exminster Road, Knoll Drive, Watercall 
Avenue, The Chesils, DIllotford Avenue, Fenside Avenue, and maybe across the City  
Your proposal will only push Leaf Lane’s problem elsewhere and make all the surrounding 
roads a more dangerous place to be.  
 It would also be beneficial, and safer to both cyclists, and pedestrian traffic, to encourage 
cyclists to use the more populated roads, and off Leaf Lane. 
 The funds to pay for such a scheme would best be spent on enforcement, preventing 
speeding and dangerous driving, and preventing you spending more money on traffic calming 
on the next street that somebody complains about. 
  
 

Response 
to 

Objection 

A 20mph speed limit through signage alone is not effective on long straight roads.  
Subsequently, physical measures such as speed cushions are used to ensure the speed limit 
is adhered to.  Vehicles travelling at 20mph instead of driving at high speed then slowing 
down should not be detrimental to vehicle emissions.  In terms of traffic migration, we will 
undertake post installation surveys to evaluate the effects of the scheme on surrounding 
roads. 

Objection 3 

You claim that there are concerns about vehicles speeding. If people don't respect the speed 
limit, what makes you think changing the speed limit will work? Secondly, there is no reason 
to lower the speed limit as 30mph is a perfectly adequate speed for a stretch of road with no 
pedestrian access, no driveway exits, no hidden exits, no parking allowed, no houses.You 
claim that there are concerns about drivers using Leaf Lane as a "cut-through". The purpose 
of Leaf Lane is to provide access to the neighbourhood just west of it. It is meant to be a high 
traffic road. If you limit traffic on this road, everyone will make their way through the other 
streets, packed with park cars, and children, and homes, and driveways. What is the 
reasoning of cutting traffic through a street purposefully designed for relatively high volume 
traffic, and shifting all that traffic through streets that cannot accept that traffic safely? 
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The speed limit of 20mph is completely unacceptable for a main road into a large 
neighbourhood, particularly when that road does not even have any driveways exiting into 
it.Installing speed cushions on a main access road makes no sense. It is well known by 
anyone that has ever driven a car over a speed cushion that if the limit on that road is 20mph, 
going over that cushion at 20mph will wreck your car. If you are so concerned about 
speeding, install a speed camera.The layout of the one way system makes no sense, as it is 
installed in an area where two way traffic does not create any sort of risk to anyone or 
anything. There aren't even houses on that stretch of road. What's more, this one way system 
is placed in an area of poor visibility from both sides. Drivers coming into Leaf Lane off of the 
Stivichall Interchange cannot see any traffic coming through the one way system, and drivers 
coming south on Leaf Lane cannot see the one way system on account of the hill top right in 
front of Gregory Hood Road. Then there is the matter of this one way system complicating 
matters even more when coming into Leaf Lane from Festival Pub, an exit with very poor 
visibility to the right, and now a one way system to the left. Who is this one way system 
supposed to help? As far as i can tell, it just makes life difficult for drivers, and when drivers 
are placed in difficult situations, they make mistakes. 

Response 
to 

Objection 

Residents have raised concerns, and officers have conducted extensive observations that 
some vehicles may be travelling at excessive speeds on Leaf Lane.  Reducing the speed limit 
to 20mphcoupled with physical traffic calming measures will create a safer road environment 
for all road users.  Residents raise concerns that since the opening of the Whitley Junction; 
vehicles are using Leaf Lane from Stivichall Interchange to A444 during peak times.  
Observations have confirmed this.  Speed cushions are self-enforcing and are proven 
techniques used to ensure speed compliance.  Vehicles traveling over speed cushions are 
appropriate speeds will not result in any damage to their vehicles.   This location is unsuitable 
for speed cameras.  The one-way system is aimed to reduce vehicles using Leaf lane as a 
cut-through.  However following the initial informal consultation, this technique has been 
removed from the scheme as 66% of residents objected to it. 

Objection 4 

 
The grounds for our objection start with the lack of evidence in favour of the change.  
Can you please supply 3 years history of road traffic collisions in that specific area? Including 
casualties. Evidence of recorded excess speeding over a prolonged period of time. Preferably 
including evidence from before the main island was being modified for the Whitley 
expansion. Evidence of through traffic accessing London road using Leaf Lane as a cut 
through. Again preferably including evidence from before for the island modification.  
The number of vehicles traveling through this area. Furthermore, the area in question has no 
residential frontage. There is a cycle path that avoids this section. There are no foot paths 
next to the majority of this section of road. As such and in the absence of thorough supporting 
information requested above we fail to see the justification for any change in the road 
furniture or speed.  We believe that implementing this measure will: 
Increase emissions in this area which will increase air pollution for any ambulating or cycling 
member of public in a larger local area. Increase the risk of accidents when people try to 
negotiate this area. Increase in road rage of people who have not been allowed through 
appropriately. Cause a hindrance to the emergency services accessing the main road 
network from this residential area as well as accessing this residential area from the main 
roads.  
 

Response 
to 

Objection 

This scheme is not a Local Safety Scheme.  It is a developer funded scheme aimed at 
mitigating the impact of the new grade separated Whitley Junction.  The scheme considers 
the impact to residents including traffic volumes, speeds and feedback from residents.  We 
have received considerable complaints from residents about traffic volumes and speeds.  
Residents have confirmed that traffic volumes have increased considerable since Whitley 
Junction has opened.  Officers have observed the increases in traffic volumes at peak times 
and excessive speeding.  There has been 3 personal injury collisions on Leaf Lane over the 
last 3 year period, including 1 serious.  Our speed surveys show that vehicular speeds are 
excessively over the 30mph speed limit, and the northbound 85th percentile speeds are 
recorded as 39mph and the northbound 85th percentile speeds are recorded as 41mph.  This 
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is significantly over the 30mph speed limit.  Vehicles travelling at 20mph instead of driving at 
high speed then slowing down should not be detrimental to vehicle emissions.  In terms of 
traffic migration, we will undertake post installation surveys to evaluate the effects of the 
scheme on surrounding roads.  The measures have been carefully designed to not have any 
detrimental effects on emergency vehicles. 
 
 

Objection 5 

 
I'm writing regarding the proposed updated road safety scheme on Leaf Lane. 
Me and my wife are homeowners at Postbridge Road, both commuting to work using Leaf 
Lane.I greatly appreciate your endeavour to improve the safety of that road. As an avid 
cyclist, I cycle along Leaf Lane to work at the University almost every day. 
I'd like to object to one of the proposed measures however - precisely the speed cushions. 
As an objection must state the grounds - speed bumps are proven by UK scientists to 
negatively affect the sorrounding environment, they increase the noise and pollutions 
generated by 2 to 3 times. 
The reason is that cars will stop and the accelerate aggressively after the bump, which is 
awful for local residents and any unlucky cyclists to be around. Another bad side-effect is that 
cyclists, capable of taking over cars on speed bumps, end up being passed multiple times by 
the same car. This multiplies the risk probability. 
Considering these facts, I find it difficult to agree with the concept of speed bumps on this 
road, and therefore object to this solution. 
Let me note however I really appreciate your efforts and hope you'll find a better, more 
suitable solution. 
 

Response 
to 

Objection 

The speed cushions have been specifically designed so that vehicles can traverse them 
without needing to stop completely, and this reduces the emissions produced by vehicles.  
The 20mph speed limit will also ensure vehicles travel at more consistent speeds, and this 
helps to keep emissions as low as possible.  Drivers and cyclists are responsible for their own 
behaviour and are expected to travel safe on all roads.  Traffic calming ensures speed 
compliance and this creates a safer environment for all road users, including vulnerable road 
users. 

Objection 6 

I am writing to you to object to the revised traffic calming scheme for Leaf Lane. 
I think it is inadequate and will not resolve the traffic problems. The problems faced by 
residents living on Leaf Lane are The volume of traffic using Leaf Lane as a cut through. The 
speed of that traffic which is excessive and dangerous. The road noise created by speeding 
traffic. Litter problems, food wrappers, cans, bottles etc being discarded from passing 
vehicles. Heavy goods vehicles using Leaf Lane, a road not suitable for vehicles of that size, 
which have to mount the pavements to negotiate junctions. Local residents were asked their 
opinions of the traffic calming scheme, 66% objected to the one way system. 
Most of those will be motorists whose journey time and distance will be increased by the 
proposed one way system. A slight inconvenience. I do not consider that to be a relevant 
objection, and in fact many of those local residents will be contributing towards the problems, 
speeding.As a resident of Leaf Lane I believe that those living on Leaf Lane are most affected 
by the traffic problems, therefore their opinions are more relevant.  
Coventry city council has the opportunity to resolve the traffic problems and that decision 
must be made by them for the right reasons, road safety, traffic calming and to improve the 
lives of those who are directly affected.  
If Leaf Lane was made a no entry at both ends that would return Leaf Lane to local traffic use, 
thereby reducing the majority of the problems listed above. 
Your revised proposals will not reduce the volume of traffic, the littering problems or the 
inappropriate use of Leaf Lane by HGV's. 
I agree that any traffic calming measures will have some positive benefits for the local 
residents, but think more has to be done to address these problems.  
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Response 
to 

Objection 

We consulted on a one-way system aimed at prohibiting vehicles from using Leaf Lane as a 
cut through.  66% of residents objected to the proposal and subsequently, we redesigned the 
scheme.  .  Our speed surveys show that vehicular speeds are excessively over the 30mph 
speed limit, and the northbound 85th percentile speeds are recorded as 39mph and the 
southbound 85th percentile speeds are recorded as 41mph.  This is significantly over the 
30mph speed limit.  The installation of a 20mph speed limit and traffic calming measures will 
make Leaf Lane safe for all road users. 

Objection 7 

 
I object to the above on the following grounds, Increased air pollution due to vehicles braking 
and accelerating and possibly stopping at the humps.Increased noise levels for residents due 
to vehicles braking, hitting the humps and then accelerating. Increase in traffic on residential 
streets as drivers find alternative routes to avoid excessive number of speed humps on Leaf 
Lane. The excessive number of humps on a relatively short road will increase noise and air 
pollution. The number of humps should be dramatically reduced to lessen the impact of noise 
and air pollution.No traffic census has been carried out to see how many vehicles use Leaf 
Lane as a cut-through: In my experience the majority of vehicles turn left onto Black Prince 
Avenue and do not continue along Leaf Lane to the JLR bridge. 
 

Response 
to 

Objection 

The speed cushions have been specifically designed so that vehicles can traverse them 
without needing to stop completely, and this reduces the emissions produced by vehicles.  
The 20mph speed limit will also ensure vehicles travel at more consistent speeds, and this 
helps to keep emissions as low as possible.  The width of the speed cushions ensure that 
vehicles can traverse without making significant airborne vibrations.  Post installation surveys 
will be conducted to ensure the problems are not migrated to other roads.  Vehicular speeds 
are excessive on Leaf Lane and are significantly higher than 30mph.  The number of speed 
cushions are essential to optimise speed compliance.  Residents have raised concerns about 
the high numbers of vehicles using Leaf lane as a cut-through. 
 
 
 

Objection 8 

I do not believe that there is a need to continue to punish motor vehicle drivers in this city, nor 
throughout this country, with obstacle courses in the roads.  I would object to the scheme 
proposals on these grounds.  I believe that the way forward would be to educate drivers to be 
better, more courteous drivers with regards to other road users and to local residents. In 
response to the allegations of ‘speeding vehicles’ along leaf Lane.  I would ask if these 
vehicle drivers have been penalised for this with speed awareness courses to remind them of 
their obligations in this regard, and if not, why not?If the allegations of ‘speeding vehicles’ is a 
real and frequent occurrence, could speed limit signs with greater impact be proposed 
instead?  For example, large sized signs with high impact yellow surrounds at both ends of 
leaf Lane,  refreshment of the existing reminder signs and adding to them along the length of 
leaf Lane, and/or illuminated reminder signs as used elsewhere in Stivichall and 
beyond?  The speed limit on Leaf Lane was lowered from 40mph to 30mph in relatively 
recent times as it is, better, higher impact signage could, I believe, make lowering the limit still 
further to 20mph unnecessary.  I believe that the above could mitigate the need for the 
proposals, and so I would object to the scheme proposals on these grounds. 
I believe that constant stop-start driving on the roads, as required by schemes such as the 
above, uses more fuel = greater emissions and greater expense to drivers; more wear and 
tear to vehicles = reduced vehicle component lifespan and greater maintenance costs to 
drivers.  I would object to the scheme proposals on these grounds. 
I believe that such installations on the roads require maintenance in themselves, and 
refreshment of road markings at suitable intervals.  This incurs ongoing costs and is not 
always carried out in my experience, resulting in the roadways becoming tatty and scruffy 
with the installations loosing their impact and effectiveness.  I would object to the scheme 
proposals on these grounds.I do not believe that the proposed measures will necessarily 
deter the alleged use of Leaf Lane as a ‘cut-through’.  Leaf Lane is a road like any other, as a 
means to travel from one end of it to the other.  I believe that if allegations of leaf Lane being 
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Appendix C – Table of Letters of Support 

used in this way are true, then I believe that road users would still do this despite the 
proposed measures rather than seeking an alternative route.  I would object to the scheme 
proposals on these grounds.I believe that the use of a ‘priority give way’ functionality at the 
Stivichall Interchange end of the stretch between there and Gregory Hood Road will risk 
traffic building up and risk a queue forming on the Interchange itself.  This brings with it 
obvious issues, including road safety issues.  I would object to the scheme proposals on 
these grounds.Finally, I believe that the council funds which are being proposed for this 
scheme be better spent on restoring pedestrian pavements in Leaf Lane, and surrounding 
streets, some of which are either overgrown and/or in very poor states of repair.  I would also 
believe that that the council funds which are being proposed for this scheme be better spent 
on restoring pedestrian subways and footbridges across the Stivichall Interchange which are 
also in very poor states in some cases (although I do believe that there are some proposals in 
hand for some of this part of the Council’s estate)?  I believe that such improvements to the 
area would offer better value for money, and so I would object to the scheme proposals on 
these grounds. 
 

Response 
to 

Objection 

Road safety education programmes are very effective, however, Coventry City Council does 
not have this resource currently.  In terms of enforcement, West Midlands Police are 
responsible for enforcing the speed limit and not Coventry City Council.  Speed limit repeater 
signs are not permitted on 30mph roads.  They are not very effective on long-straight roads. 
The speed cushions have been specifically designed so that vehicles can traverse them 
without needing to stop completely, and this reduces the emissions produced by vehicles.  
The 20mph speed limit will also ensure vehicles travel at more consistent speeds, and this 
helps to keep emissions as low as possible.  The speed cushions will be maintained through 
our maintenance programme.  Post installation monitoring will evaluate the effects of the 
scheme to avoid negative impacts such as queueing.  This scheme is being funded through 
developer contributions. 

Objection 9 

 
Whilst I support these measures, they need to go further, as Leaf Lane is still subject to 
tailgating (when cycling) heading northwest towards the junction with the A444. This is 
because of the combination of the road running uphill, drivers accelerating in anticipation of 
joining a busier road, and the need for cycles to turn right with fast flowing traffic behind them. 
It is a classic case of a road which is far more hazardous in one direction than the other. 
The section on the other side of the A444 is also problematic because it is a very narrow and 
winding road. Most drivers are aware of this, and hence they drive to the conditions, not the 
speed limit, but I really hope the council is able to make the entire road a 20mph limit as soon 
as possible. 
  
 

Response 
to 

Objection 

The new scheme is aimed at making Leaf Lane as safe as possible for all road users.  Post 
installation monitoring will be conducted to ensure its objectives are realised.  The Council will 
examine other roads in the area and take appropriate road safety intervention as necessary. 

Support 1 

I am writing with regards to the new proposal for traffic on Leaf Lane. I’m happy you are 
proposing to withdraw the idea of making the road one way.  
Thinking about it surely that would have just made it a 2 lane race track with plenty of 
opportunity for racing! 
I think the idea of speed cushions and cycle by passes is a good one and would work well 
However, have you considered an average speed camera at each end of the lane? It seems 
to work well on London Road and I would have thought cheaper to install? 
Just a suggestion but we are happy you have listened to the public and re looked at the 
proposals 
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Support 2 

I have now spoken with Joel (on copy) about the above. Joel explained to me the extent of 
proposed traffic calming measures and I am now in full agreement with these. 
Please therefore remove me from any list of objectors which you might have and do add me 
to those who wish the project to proceed as outlined. 
 
 

Support 3 

I am really pleased and would like to express my thanks to you for all that you have done 
towards achieving this outcome 


